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Holland was, though grudgingly, recognized
as a sovereign power which would hold the
commerce of the seas until Cromwell's Navi-
gation Act gave it to Great Britain ; and the
French government, professing itself Catholic,
was taking up an attitude towards Spain and
Austria such as to make a universal Catholic
restoration impossible. The dying Philip gave
what was left of the Netherlands to his
daughter and her husband, the <s Archdukes."
A truce of twelve years, thanks to Henry IV.,
divided Belgium from the Dutch Republic,
^and Henry, preparing to invade Germany, fell
"under the poignard of Ravaillac in 1610.
The mission of this Bourbon prince, always
half a Protestant, was to be taken up by
Richelieu, the Cardinal-Duke, orthodox and
intolerant at home, a Calvinist in his policy
on the Meuse and the Rhine, who must be
held to have sacrificed his own religion in
order that France might seize the paramount
power, slipping now from the feeble hands
of Spain.

The Thirty Years* War, at which we have
arrived, is not unfairly summed up as the
last of the Crusades, or wars on behalf of
Catholicism. It was a desperate struggle
to revive the Holy Roman Empire, which